Approved For Release 200 Bf SHBRe TO} POSE gg. 01314RQ00300380079-6 


coos Rensarennety 


Edit itor: 


able 


Re 


7 


Zo 


an ujamer i) a B rad Lee ‘ : is . 


On Acces s to ‘Secre?’ ’ Fil. ile 


” Following is the text of an 

affidavit filed by Benjamin. 
‘Bradlee, Washington Post 
“executive editor, 


1. J am the Executive Edi- 
tor of The Washington Post 
and a defendant in this case. 
-I have been Executive Edi- 
:tor since late 1968. I have 
‘been a journalist for more 
than 20 years including 16 
years in Washington for 
Newsweek and The Post, 
and four years as News- 
weck’s European 
spondent. From 1951 to 1953, 
I served in. the Foreign 
Service of the United States 
as press attache to the 
“American Embassy in | Paris, 
France. 

2. The executive branch of 
the government normally, 
regularly, routinely and pur- 
posefully makes classified 


information available to re-. 


porters and editors in Wash- 
ington. This inforrnation is 
made available in two ways 
--in’ private conversations 
originated by the reporter 
or by the government offi- 
cial, and in the infamous 
_backgrounders normally, 
but not exclusively, origi- 
nated by the government, 


This -information is made - 


‘available for many reasons: 

.»_® To influence the report- 
er’s story in a manner which‘ 
the government official be- 


Heves is in the bestinterest . 


of his country, his particular 
‘branch of government, or 
his particular point of view. 
 ®.To create a climate of 
public opinion—national or 
international—favorable to 
such beliefs, 

© To test the climate of 
public opinion on certain op- 
‘tions under deliberation by 
the government. 

© To -curry favor with a 
particular reporter or a par- 
ticular newspaper. 

© To influence the Ameri- 
can electorate, and in cer- 
tain instances a foreign elec- 
torate. 

When I was a member of 
the Foreign Service of the 
‘United States, in Paris in 
1952, I myself was in- 
structed by a superior to 
‘leak the contents of a seeret 
ieable, dealing with a Soviet 


2 


corre- - 


“a major 


; formation. on. 


note to the Ag aeciaath Gav 


ernment. And I did so, toa 
correspondent of the United 
Press: 


On the other side of the 
fence, I have received classi- 
fied information from offi- 
cials of the executive branch 
of the Government on liter- 
ally hundreds of occasions. 
On virtually all of these oc- 
easions the information was 
made available to mein the 
knowledge that -I would 
cause the information to be 
published and it was pub- 
lished. On rare occasions 
the information was made 
available to me. with the 
proviso that it not be puh- 
lished and it was not pub- 
lished. On virtually all these 
occasions the information 
was made available wito 
some proviso that made 
identification of the source 
forbidden—then and now. . 

TI can testify that Presi- 
dent John F. Kennedy once 
read to me portions of a 
highly classified memoran- 
dum of conversation be- 
tween him and = Nikita 
Khrushchev in Vienna in 
1961. I received his permis- 
sion to use .this material, 
which is still highly classi- 
fied, and it appeared in 
Newsweek. His stated pur- 
pose was to convince ‘the 
Amcrican public that the 
‘Soviet Union was taking an 
extremely hard, belligerent 
line on Berlin. 

I can attest that I at- 


tended a background bricf-: 


ing in the White House thea- 
ter in April, 1963, in which 
classified information on the 
status of American negotia- 
tions with Hanoi was dis- 
closed by two high-level 
Government officials with 
the purpose of having it 
printed—without attribution 
to the bricfers, The stated 
purpose of that briefing was 
to create a climate of public 
opinion to better understand 
policy speech by 
President Johnson later that 
day. 

I> can 
present 


attest that I was 
at a session with 


President Johnson in May, . 


1968, in which classified in- 
the war in 


Vietnam was made soafisite 
on the proviso that this in- 
formation could not be made 
available without his spe- 
cific’ permission. That per- 
‘Mission has subscquently 
been sought and denicd. It 
has not been published. 

2. The legislative branch, 
‘of. the government regu- 
larly, routinely and purpose- 
fully makes classified infor- 
mation available to report- 
ers and editors in Washing- 
ton. Legislators request and 


obtain classified information; 


from the exccutive branch 


of the governrnent for the’ 


purpose of helping them 
draft legislation. They do 


not always use it for that 
purpose. They often use it 
to defeat legislation they 
don’t like, and they often 
try to enlist the assistance 
of the press in their private 
battle. 


For example, I was pres- 
ent in the office of a Con- 
gressman in 1958 or 
when he gave mea “secret” 
State Department document 

_ about foreign aid, Before he 
handed the document over 
he took a pal of Scissors 
from his desk, and carefully 
removed the “secret” label 
from each page, His stated 

‘purpose for giving mie this 
document, was to kill the 
foreign aid bill. 


3. In a totalitariancetate,. 


where the press is not free, 
the government uses the 
press aS an instrument of 
state. The press is restricted 
to news favorable and ad- 
vantageous to the state. 


In a democracy, where the 


press is free, there is the 
normal, productive adver- 
_ sary relationship between 
the government and the 
press. The government prop- 
erly puts forth its case, -The 
press properly reports ‘that 
case,. and just as properly 
gocs deeper. 


If there is one fundamen-' 


tal in the principle of free- 
dom of the press, it is that 
the press cannot be limited 
“to reporting only what is ad- 


vantageous to «the govern-- 
ment. The press must be: 
free also to report what may. 


embarrass, displease, or 
annoy the government. : 
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